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Objective :  To examine the characteristics of violence against women and
influencing factors.

Setting *  Chainat Hospital, Chainat Province.

Research design :  Cross-sectional survey

Materials :  Four hundred women, 15-44 years old who came for service at
the Outpatient Department were enrolled in this study by using a
random sampling technique.

Methods :  The data were collected during 2 -30 January 1997 by using an
interview technique with a structured questionnaire of personal
characteristics, attitude toward acceptance of violence
(reliability = 0.63), sex role and gender (reliability = 0.73), self-
esteem (reliability = 0.81), and violence against women. Data
was analysed by a chi-square test.

Results :  The results revealed that 68.8 percent of the study women were
violence victims. Types can be categorized as psychological
violence (62.5 percent), violent temper (100 percent), sexual
assault (34.0 percent), amorous talk (83.9 percent) and physical
violence (26.5 percent). The physical violence mostly was
mentioned as being pushed 59.4 percent. Physical violence and
psychological violence mostly occurred in the home (92.5 percent
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and 86.0 percent, respectively). While sexual assault usually
occurred in public (80.9 percent). Among the violence victims,
percent claimed that it impacted on their health. Effects were
categorized as psychological effects (99.6 percent), physical
effects (30.0 percent) and socioeconomic effects (3.7 percent).
Physical violence and psychological violence was by the
husband in 43.3 and 38.4 percent respectively, and sexual
assault was of the cases, strangers in 52.3 percent of the cases.
The factors significantly associated with physical violence
(p<0.05) were occupation, income and self-esteem. The factors
significantly associated with psychological violence (p<0.05)
were education and marital status. The factors significantly
associated with sexual assault were age, education, marital
status and self-esteem.

There were no significant associations (p > 0.05) proven
between violence against women and the following factors: form
of dress, attitude toward acceptance of violence, sex role and
gender.

Society should be made awared of violence against women-
physical violence, psychological violence and sexual assault-
which happens at home, in the office, and in public. All women
should be promoted with empowerment in order to help prevent

such violence .

Violence against women.
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