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During the past 21 months (from January 1986 to September 1987) 21,156 babies
have been delivered at Chulalongkorn Hospital, and 116 of these or 0.55% were stillborn.
Analyses of case records reveal that 84 cases or 72% of the intrauterine fetal deaths
were the results of mishaps or negligence during the antenatal period, and that only 8
cases or 7% were due to intrapartum events. Almost 30% of the gravidae delivered at
our hospital had received their antenatal care elsewhere and only approximately 300 gravidae
had been seen daily at our regular antenatal clinic by personnel of different experiences
and expertise; measures must be found to ensure that each case will receive the level of
antenatal care appropriate to its risk. These measures should include a selection criterion
for those who must attend our hospital’s antenatal clinic in order to categorize gravidae
into three different risk levels so that they are looked after by personnel of appropriate
expertise. This risk appropriate care concept should continue into the intrapartum and
neonatal periods to ensure a safe pregnancy outcome and avoid the tragedy of a stillbirth
or neonatal death. '

Reprint requests : Snidvongs W, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Faculty of
Medicine, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok 10500, Thailand.
Received }for publication. October 5, 1987.
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Table 1 Number of deliveries, stilbirths and types of stilbirths.

Year Deliveries Babies Stilbirth Fresh Macerated
_ (%) (%) (%)
1986 11,777 11,836 66 25 41
(0.56) (37.9) (62.1)
1987 9,239 9,320 50 17 33
(0.54) (34) (66)
Total 21,016 20,156 116 52 74
Average (0.55) (35.9) (64)
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Table 2 Distributions of gravidae with stilbirths by parity and age.

Parity 0-1 2 -3 4-5 >5
No. ' 91 20 3 2

Age in <16 16 — 20 21 — 25 26 — 30 31 - 35 > 35
years

No. 2 19 42 26 22 5
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Table 3 Causes or, associated pathology in 66 stilbirths, with some cases having more than one

cause or associated pathology.

Obstetric Medical Intrauterine Labour room Congenital
complication complication Growth Ratardation related anomalies
(%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
68 44 18 8 11
“41.2) (30.6) (12.5) 6.9) (7.6)
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Table 4 Aberdeen classification - (clinico-pathological).

1. Malformation

2. Serological incompatibility
3. Mechanical causes

Mature unknown 2500 % gm.

. Premature unknown 2500~ gm.
Toxemia

Antepartum haemorrhage
Maternal disease

Infection

10. Miscellaneous

IR

11. Unclassificable

— CNS
— Others

— Mech vertex
' — Mech breech
— Mech other
— Mech cord

— e.g. Haemorrhagic disease
of newborns
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Table 5 Classification by cause or mode of death (Wigglesworth).

Normally formed

. Congenital malformations

. Conditions associated with immaturity
. Asphyxia developed in labor

. Other specific conditions

AW~

— Macerated stillbirth (SB)

— Stillbirth/ Neonatal death

— Neonatal death (NND)

— Fresh SB/NND

— e.g. Inborn error of
metabolism, G.B.S.*

* G.B.S. = Group B streptococcal infection.
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